Hamilton College, Fall 2005

GOVT 334 – Congress and the Presidency

Instructor: Mack Mariani (updated September 2005)
Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-2:15





Office Address: K-J 210 

Classroom:  Emerson Lit. Soc., Room 100



Web Address: TBA

E-mail: mmarian@hamilton.edu, mackmariani@gmail.com

Home: (585) 266-5354

Office hours: T & Th.. 10:00 a.m.-12 noon



Cell: (585) 469-1806
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Examination of sources of cooperation and conflict between the legislative and executive branches of government, including constitutional arrangements, elections, institutional structures and political parties. Analysis of presidential leadership and congressional decision-making in foreign and domestic policy.  

OFFICE HOURS

My office is located at KJ-210.  I will be available in my office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10 am to 12 noon.  Feel free to contact me by cell phone or e-mail if you have questions or if you would like to set up an appointment at another time. 

REQUIRED BOOKS

· Madison, Hamilton, Jay, The Federalist Papers, Ed. By Clinton Rossiter (Signet, 1999).

· Bond and Fleisher, Polarized Politics: Congress and the President in a Partisan Era, 

· Dodd and Oppenheimer, Congress Reconsidered, 8th Edition.  Congressional Quarterly. 

· Nelson, The Presidency and the Political System, 8th Edition.  Congressional Quarterly.

· The Constitution of the United States and the Declaration of Independence (Pocket Edition): U.S. Government Printing Office.

COURSE POLICIES

· Academic needs – If you need special academic or health accommodations, please let me know the first week of class so that we can make arrangements in advance of any tests or assignments. 

· Cheating and plagiarism – Will be considered a serious violation of the Hamilton College honor Code and will not be tolerated. 

· Attendance/Late Assignments – Attendance is mandatory.  The instructor reserves the right to lower your overall course grade due to excessive absences.  

· Announcements – I will utilize e-mail and Blackboard to make important course announcements.  You are therefore expected to check the course site on Blackboard and your college e-mail daily.

· Late Papers – Late papers WILL NOT be accepted.  Please plan ahead accordingly.    

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

There are a total of 1,000 total points that can be earned in this class through a combination of exams, assignments, quizzes and participation. My expectation is that students who attend class, read the material and engage the topics in class discussion will do well in this course.  The points are distributed as follows: 

Grade distribution
The following point totals are needed to secure the following grades:

950 points       
A 


790 points 
C+
930 points 
A- 


750 points 
C
890 points 
B+ 


730 points 
C-
850 points 
B 


650 points
D
830 points 
B- 


below 650        
F

Assignments

Short Paper #1 


150 points (15%)
Short Paper #2



250 points (25%)



Final Paper 



300 points (30%)

Simulation  



200 points (20%)

Participation



100 points (10%)

Short Papers

There will be two short papers for this course.   Students are strongly encouraged to schedule a writing conference with the Writing Center to get feedback on your drafts.  Please note: NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR.  

Short Paper #1: Federalist Papers - A 3-page persuasive paper that reflects the spirit of the Federalist/Anti-federalist debate on the Constitution.   This paper will be read in class on September 13.  Following this reading, you will receive feedback on the structure, clarity and persuasiveness of your paper from the instructor and your fellow students.   You will have the opportunity to revise the paper before handing in a final version on September 20. 
Short Paper #2:  Backgrounder on Selected Member of Congress – A four-page briefing paper that details the political biography, voting record, and key constituency groups for the Member of Congress that you have selected for the simulation.  The first draft of this paper will be due on October 4.  You will have the opportunity to revise the paper before handing in a final version on October 20. 
Final Paper

There will be one ten-page research paper required for this course.  In the first section of the paper, you will focus on a specific public policy issue that relates to the theme of regulation versus individual choice (e.g.: gun control, tobacco regulation).  In the second section of the paper, you will compare and contrast the political development of that public policy issue with efforts to regulate the fast food industry. The role of parties, interest groups, constituencies, campaign finance and other political institutions must be considered as part of your analysis.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR.
November 1 – Final Paper (first draft) due.  First draft includes full draft of Section 1 and outline of both Section 1 and Section 2.   Note: I will return the papers to you by November 10. 
November 14-22 – You are required to hold a required conference with the Writing Center to discuss your paper/outline and get advice on revisions.  NOTE: Please schedule this conference far in advance.

December 12  - Submit final outline for paper and final versions of Section 1 and Section 2.  These papers are due by 12:00 noon on December 12. 
Simulation

During the final weeks of the course, students will participate in a writing-intensive congressional simulation.  As part of the simulation, students will assume the role of members of Congress and Presidential aides.   The simulation will include a Presidential speech, a white house press conference, a congressional committee hearing, markup and vote.  As part of the simulation, each student will write and deliver prepared remarks, draft a press release, and respond to a constituent letter.

Participation
Each student is expected to actively participate in class. At a minimum, this means that you are expected to (a) come to class (b) do the assigned readings prior to class (c) discuss the material and ask/answer questions in class and through the Congress & Presidency discussion forum on Blackboard.  
COURSE OUTLINE (Subject to Change)  
WEEK 1 (8/30 & 9/1):  Course Introduction

· Reserve Reading: Roche, The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action

· Web Reading: The Articles of Confederation
· The Constitution of the United States of America

WEEK 2 (9/6 & 9/8): Congress and the Presidency, Origins and History
·  (9/6) Federalist  #10, #52, #53, #55, #62 

· (9/6) Web Reading: Brutus #IV, Brutus #XVI

· (9/8) Federalist #69 and #70   
· (9/8) Reserve Reading: Cato’s Letters #4 and #5 

WEEK 3 (9/13 & 9/15): Representation

· (9/15) Richard M. Pious, “The Presidency and the Nominating Process: Politics and Power,” chapter 7 in The Presidency and the Political System. 

· (9/15) Jeffrey K. Tulis, “The Two Constitutional Presidencies,” Chapter 3 in The Presidency and the Political System.

WEEK 4 (9/20 & 9/22): Representation Continued/Institutions and their Consequences

· (9/20) Reserve Reading:  The General Assembly of Virginia, “Legislator as Delegate,” John F. Kennedy, “Legislator as Trustee,” and George Galloway, “Legislator as Politico,” in Taking Sides, 1986. 
· (9/20) Reserve Reading: Richard Fenno. “U.S. House Members in Their Constituencies: An Exploration,” American Political Science Review, 73 (3), 1977, pp. 883-917.
· (9/22) Reserve Reading: Cooperman and Oppenheimer, “The Gender Gap in the House of Representatives,” in Congress Reconsidered, seventh edition (CQ Press, Washington DC: 2001).  Note: this is a different edition from the edition we are using from class. It is on reserve. 
· 9/22) Wilma Rule and Joseph F. Zimmerman, “A More Representative United States House of Representatives,” PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 31, No. 1 (March 1998): pp. 5-10. 
WEEK 5 (9/27 & 9/29): Institutions;  Parties, Interest Groups, and Elections

· (9/27) Bruce I. Oppenheimer, “Deep Red and Blue Congressional Districts: The Causes and Consequences of Declining Party Competitiveness,” Chapter 6 in Congress Reconsidered.

· (9/27) Web Reading: Michael P. McDonald, “Drawing the Line: Redistricting and Competition in Congressional Elections,” Extensions, Fall 2004.

· (9/27) Web Reading: Ronald Keith Gaddie, “The Texas Redistricting: Measure for Measure,” Extensions, Fall 2004. 

·  (9/29) Bond and Fleisher, “Congress and the President in a Partisan Era,” Chapter 1 in Polarized Politics.  

· (9/29) Gary C. Jacobson, “Party Polarization in National Politics: The Electoral Connection,” Chapter 2 in Bond and Fleisher, Polarized Politics.  

Week 6 (10/4 and 10/6): Paper #2 Presentations
· No Assigned Reading. 
Week 7: 10/11 and 10/13: Elections 
· (10/11) Web Reading: President George Washington, Farewell Address

· (10/11) Sidney M. Milkis, “The Presidency and Political Parties,” Chapter 13 in The Presidency and the Political System.

· (10/11) Reserve Reading: Nelson Polsby. “The Party Reforms and How They Grew,” in The Consequences of Party Reform (Oxford University Press, 1983), pp. 9-39.*
· (10/13) Reserve Reading: Schattschneider, “Whose Game do we Play?” Chapter 3 in The Semisovereign People. 
· (10/13) Web Reading: Jonathan Rauch, “Demosclerosis,” National Journal, September 5, 1992.
WEEK 8 (10/20): Campaign Finance

· Paul S. Herrnson, “The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act and Congressional Elections,” Chapter 5 in Congress Reconsidered.

· Web Reading: President George W. Bush, Statement on Signing of BCRA

· Web Reading: Justice Antonin Scalia, Dissent, McConnell v. FEC 

· Web Reading: John McCain, “Remarks to the Reform Community”
WEEK 9 (10/25 &10/27): Presidential Leadership
· Reserve Reading: Neustadt, Presidential Power, Chapters 1 & 3

· Edwards and Barrett, “Presidential Agenda Setting in Congress,” Chapter 6 in Polarized Politics. 

· Fleisher and Bond, “Partisanship and the President’s Quest for Votes on the Floor of Congress,” Chapter 8 in Polarized Politics.

· Skowronek, “Presidential Leadership in Political Time,” Chapter 4 in The Presidency and the Political System. 

WEEK 10 (11/1 & 11/3): Congressional Leadership

· (11/1) Reserve Reading: Newt Gingrich, “Renewing American Civilization.” 

· (11/1) Web Reading: The Contract With America

· (11/1) Reserve Reading: David Maraniss and Michael Weisskopf. Tell Newt to Shut Up! (Simon & Schuster. 1996), selection.
· (11/3) Schickler and Pearson, “The House Leadership in an Era of Partisan Warfare,” Chapter 9 in Congress Reconsidered. 

· (11/3) Sinclair, “Hostile Partners: The President, Congress and Lawmaking in the Partisan 1990s,” Chapter 7 in Polarized Politics.  

WEEK 11 (11/8 & 11/10): Writing Workshop, Bureaucracy
· (11/8) John Czwartacki, “Press Releases,” from The Insider’s Guide to Political Internships. 

· (11/8) Mack Mariani, “Constituent Letters,” from The Insider’s Guide to Political Internships. 

· (11/10) Burke, “Presidents and the Bureaucracy,” Chapter 15 in The Presidency and the Political System.
· (11/10) Campbell, “Presidents, Prime Ministers and the Civil Service,” Chapter 16 in The Presidency and the Political System. 
WEEK 12 (11/15 & 11/17): Congress, the President and the Media.

· (11/15) Jacobs, “The Presidency and the Press,” Chapter 11 in The Presidency and the Political System. 

· (11/15) Groeling and Kernell, “Congress, the President, and Party Competition via Network News,” Chapter 4 in Polarized Politics.

· (11/17) Miroff, “The Presidential Spectacle,” Chapter 10 in The Presidency and the Political System. 
WEEK 13 (11/22): TBA

· Readings TBA. 
WEEK 14 (11/29 & 12/1: Simulation

11/29 – Lobbying Simulation  
12/1 – Hearings (Constituent Letter Due) 

WEEK 15 (12/6 & 12/8): Final Week of Class

12/6 – Markup/Committee Vote (Press Release Due)
12/8 – Deep thoughts… 
· Michael Nelson, “Evaluating the Presidency,” Chapter 1 in The Presidency and the Political System. 

· Hibbing and Larimer, “What the American Public Wants Congress to Be,” Chapter 3 in Congress Reconsidered.  
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